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‘LA PRENSA’; 
PERON AS HERO 


Flags over newspaper buildings, press service headquarters and radio stations throughout 
the Western Hemisphere were flown at half-mast recently as a sign of mourning for “La 
Prensa,” the great Buenos Aires newspaper which has been suppressed by Argentine Dictator 


Juan D. Peron. 
(Washington “Post” photo). 


The above picture shows the flag in front of Station WTOP, Wheaton, Md. 


Juan D. Peron may be a brutal dictator to some, but in the eyes of Father 
Virgilio Filippo, member of the Argentine Chamber of Deputies, he is a knight 


in shining armor who deserves to be awarded the Nobel Prize! 


While demo- 


cratic forces in all the free nations of the world condemned Perén’s action 
in suppressing the great Buenos Aires newspaper, La Prensa, the Roman 


Catholic clergyman proclaimed his ad- 
miration for the strutting totalitarian 
leader in no uncertain terms. The 
United Press dispatch reproduced in 
column 3 (as it appeared in The 
Washington Post of March 30) 
speaks for itself. 

Peronist priests like Father Filippo 
have the tacit approval of the Argen- 
tine hierarchy; others, who might find 
the storm-trooper tactics of the gov- 
ernment objectionable, must hold 
their peace, lest they suffer the fate 
of Father José Maria Dunphy— 
Ousted from his Buenos Aires parish 
by Cardinal Copello two years ago 





for criticizing “un-Christian” intoler- 
ance and lawlessness (Time maga- 
zine, January 17, 1949; Church and 
State Newsletter, March, 1949 and 
April, 1950). 

In Argentina, as in Spain, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church lets not its right 
hand know what its left hand doeth. 
Although Pope Pius XII condemned 
press censorship and totalitarianism 
in a message to Catholic journalists 
last year, the hierarchy-supported 
government censors have let it be 


(Continued on page 3) 


TAYLOR CALLS RUMORS 
ON ‘MISSION’ FOOLISH 


“It is foolish to talk” about the 
possibility of naming a new personal 
representative of the President to the 
Vatican, Myron C. Taylor, former 
holder of that post, declared in Wash- 
ington after a recent interview with 
President Truman. He said that he 
had merely paid a 30-minute “cour- 
tesy call” on the President, and that 
they had not discussed the question 
at all. (RNS) 





Nuns to Relinguish 
New Mexico Posts 


Roman Catholic nuns and brothers 
teaching in New Mexico public schools 
will not renew their contracts for the 
next school year, Archbishop Edwin V. 
Byrne has informed the state board of 
education. Raymond Huff, board chair- 
man, said replacements for the nuns 
and brothers would be made as soon 
as possible. The announcements were 
made while renewed litigation to bring 
an end to all sectarian practices in the 
public schools was still being pressed 
a the plaintiffs of the famous Dixon 

ase. 











Nobel Prize for Peron 


Proposed by Deput 

BUENOS AIRES, March 29 WP). 
Father Virgilio Filippo, Peronist 
member of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, proposed today that Presi- 
dent Juan D. Peron be recom- 
mended for the Nobél Peace Prize. 

The Catholic priest said Peron 
deserved the prize “for his prin- 
ciples of social justice; his achieve- 
ments in the field of social secur- 
ity, his calls for world peace and 
his recent statement that Argen- 
tina will use atomic energy only 
-|for peaceful purposes, this being 
‘the first declaration of its kind 
in history since the utilization of 
atomic energy.” 

















‘Sunday Visitor’ Publishes 
‘Who’s Who in the POAU’ 


The Our Sunday Visitor Press of Huntington, Ind., has just honored this 
organization by publishing a 128-page booklet entitled “Who’s Who in the 


POAU?” 


Perhaps the most remarkable statement in this work of fantasy appears 
on page 69: “The Catholic Hierarchy has not observed any struggle between 


itself and the POAU. It has ig- 
nored the POAU. Let us say, inci- 
dentally, that none of its members 
will know anything about this ex- 
posure until a copy will have been 
sent to them.” As a matter of fact, 
POAU learned of the booklet from 
an ad appearing in Our Sunday Vis- 
itor—a Roman Catholic weekly which 
is read religiously at POAU head- 
quarters—and other Catholic publi- 
cations. The heading over the ad 
read, “Help combat this new threat 
to our American security!” and went 
on to observe that “new chapters” of 
this “growing” organization, this 
“new menace,” are being formed. 
The Catholic press in general, and 
Our Sunday Visitor in particular, have 
been “ignoring” POAU in this demon- 
strative fashion ever since the organi- 
zation was founded, with the Visitor 
frequently using red or green ink in 
its headlines about POAU. It is a 
pleasure to be “ignored” so shrilly. 


Off the Subject 


The opening chapter of Who’s Who 
in the POAU? is entitled, “Some 
Light on Past Crusades,” and con- 
tains not a word about POAU. It 
deals, rather, with now-defunct anti- 
Catholic organizations to which 
POAU bears not the slightest resem- 
blance. All chapters are introduced 
by quotations from personages either 
famous or obscure, alive or dead 
(mostly the latter), commenting ad- 
versely on various forms of bigotry. 
In addition, the text of each chapter 
is heavily larded with other irrelevant 
quotations along the same lines. Few 
of the 128 pages contain specific in- 
formation on POAU and its program 
or principles. Instead, a persistent 
effort is made to link POAU to un- 
popular causes having nothing to do 
with church-state relations—the sole 
concern of POAU. No note is taken 
of the fact that members of POAU 
are “United for Separation of Church 
and State,” and that on other political 
and social questions, POAU’ers differ 
among themselves just as much as the 
American people at large. 

Under the mistaken impression that 
Dr. Willard E. Givens, of the Na- 
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tional Education Association, is a 
POAU leader, an entire chapter is de- 
voted to him. Dr. Givens—a distin- 
guished leader in his profession—is 
not an official of POAU, nor is the 
National Education Association ‘‘rep- 
resented in POAU” by him, as the 
booklet asserts. 


Misrepresentation 


Among the many quotations in 
W ho’s Who in the POAU? is one from 
an editorial in the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch of April 30, 1922, commenting 
adversely on an “Evangelical Protes- 
tant Society” formed at that time. 
What the author or authors of the 
booklet do not reveal, however, is the 
fact that the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
has repeatedly taken the same posi- 
tion as POAU on current questions of 
church and state, including vigorous 
support of the Supreme Court deci- 
sion in the McCollum case and un- 
qualified endorsement of the principle 
of separation of church and state. 
Thus, although this distinguished 
newspaper is just as resolutely op- 
posed to the Catholic ideal of church- 
state union as is POAU, the Our Sun- 
day Visitor Press is not above pre- 
tending that the Post Dispatch is on 
their side, rather than POAU’s. 

The subject of evolution is one of 
a myriad of red herrings which Who’s 
Who in the POAU? drags over the 
trail of rational debate. The intel- 
lectual level of the work is glaringly 
revealed in the following observation 
(from page 71): “Who are they who 
reproach the church for not recogniz- 
ing the dignity of man? Those who 
claim the monkey for their fa- 
ther. . . .”(These lines, quoted with 
approval, are attributed to Father 
Brunetiére, a French Catholic priest 
active around 1900.) 

Another quotation, appearing on 
page 32 in connection with a discus- 
sion of birth control, is quite remark- 
able, considering that it is brought 
forth by leaders of a church which 
loudly proclaims its belief in racial 
equality. “The question of birth 
control,” a former president of the 





Mrs. McCollum Tells Own 
Story of Historic Case 


In a book entitled One Woman’; 
Fight (Doubleday, $3.00), Mrs 
Vashti McCollum, plaintiff jn the 
famous Champaign (IIl.) released 
time case which was decided by the 
U. S. Supreme Court in 1948) has 
written a lively and frank account of 
her experiences in bringing the suit. 





—_—___ 


“It is the idea of separation 
of church and state to provide a 
healthy climate for religion. The 
founding fathers believed that 
religion would best prosper 
when left free to develop on its 
own. They believed that a co- 
erced religion was not a religion. 
They believed religion was bet- 
ter off when the state did not 
try to enforce some particular 
version of it upon recalcitrant 
people. They believed that the 
best climate for religious devel- 
opment was provided when men 
were left free to worship accord- 
ing to the dictates of their con- 
science.” —The Rev. C. Stanley 
Lowell, minister of Wesley 
Methodist Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C., and POAU executive 
committee member, in an ad- 
dress at a recent public meeting 
of the Pittsburgh POAU Chap- 
ter. 














American Medical Association is 
quoted as saying, “is of vital impor- 
tance to the future of our country, 
since it affects directly the survival of 
the white races and its dominance in 
world progress.”’ 

Who’s Who in the POAU? can be 
obtained for 60 cents per copy, post- 
paid, by writing to Our Sunday Visi- 
tor, Book Department, Huntington, 
Ind. (This advertisement is provided 
free by POAU.—Editor’s note.) 
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POAU HOLDS NATIONWIDE SERIES OF RALLIES; 
POTEAT, BLANSHARD, ARCHER, LOWELL SPEAK 


As we go to press, POAU is launching the most extensive series of public meetings ever undertaken by the national 
organization, with mass rallies immediately scheduled to take place in New York City, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Turtle Creek, Canton, Chicago, Cincinnati, Richmond and Suffolk, and future speaking tours planned for the North 


Central States and the West Coast. 


Principal speakers in the current series are Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, POAU 


president; Paul Blanshard, author of American Freedom and Catholic Power; Glenn L. Archer, POAU executive di- 


rector; and Dr. C. Stanley Lowell, 
Washington minister and member of 
POAU’S executive committee. 

POAU’S fundamental, abiding pur- 

se—as it will be presented by these 
distinguished leaders—is to secure na- 
tional unity through the safeguarding 
of the principle of separation of 
church and state, under which persons 
of all faiths and of no faith have man- 
aged to live together in reasonable 
harmony throughout the century and 
a half of America’s existence as a na- 
tion. In order to fulfill this patriotic 
mission, POAU remains on the alert 
to nip in the bud all attempts to sub- 
vert the religious liberty guarantee of 
the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution by placing the ma- 
chinery and funds of the state at the 
disposal of sectarian groups. In car- 
rying out its duties, POAU is often 
embroiled in heated controversy with 
those who would destroy freedom of 
conscience, but this struggle of ideas 
in the national arena contributes sig- 
nificantly to the preservation of the 
American way of life. 

The New York rally will be the 
first big meeting of the recently 
formed POAU Chapter, The Metro- 
politan Committee for Religious Lib- 
erty, and distinguished Carnegie Hall 
should provide an appropriate setting 
for the event. 

The Philadelphia rally will be 
held in the Allegheny Avenue Baptist 
Church, with the Rev. Charles W. 
Moore acting as host pastor. John C. 
Mayne, POAU director of organiza- 
tion, met recently with approximately 
twenty Philadelphia church leaders to 
make plans for the mass meeting. 

The Pittsburgh rally, sponsored 
by the energetic Pittsburgh POAU 
Chapter, bids fair to rival or excel the 
triumphant meeting of over 3,000 per- 
sons at which the chapter was formed 
several months ago. The Rev. Fred- 
erick Curtis Fowler, pastor of the 
Knoxville Presbyterian Church and a 
POAU National Advisory Council- 
man, has been elected temporary pres- 
ident of the chapter. 

The gathering at Turtle Creek, 
Pa., will be held in a rented high 
school room with an overflow crowd 
expected which may have to be ac- 


May 1951, Vo. 4 No. 4 





commodated in the gymnasium. Chap- 
ter members recently heard National 
Organization Director Mayne at their 
regular meeting in Odd Fellows Hall 
in a discussion of the significant issues 
raised by the public school test cases 
now being pressed in Missouri. 

The Canton, O., meeting will be 
held at the First Christian Church, 
with the Rev. P. H. Welshimer serv- 
ing as host pastor. 

The Chicago rally will be under 
the auspices of the Charl Ormond 
Williams Chapter, and will take place 
in Medinah Temple. 

At Cincinnati, the Rev. Roy Dot- 
son will welcome the public to the 
mass meeting, which will be held in 
the Wesley Methodist Church, of 
which he is pastor. The rally was 
called by the Cincinnati POAU Chap- 
ter. 

The Richmond, Va., rally has been 
arranged with the cooperation of the 
Rev. James H. Ivey, pastor of the 
Second Baptist Church, and will be 
held in one of the local church build- 
ings. 

The Suffolk, Va., rally will be un- 
der the auspices of the Suffolk-Frank- 
lin Area POAU Chapter led by its 
president, the Rev. N. B. Habel, pas- 
tor of the Boykins Baptist Church. 


in 


PERON 


(Continued from page 1) 
known that the message applied only 
to Communist Russia and her satel- 
lites, not to “Catholic” Spain or 
“Catholic” Argentina. 





U.S. Newsmen Curbed 
Perén did not stop at suppressing 
La Prensa. Among other incidents 
attending the turmoil which that ac- 
tion caused, Argentine police also de- 
tained two American reporters incom- 
municado and government censors 
barred an issue of Life magazine 
which contained an unflattering por- 
trait of Eva Perén, the dictator’s wife. 
Later, when the Peruvian magazine 
Buen Humor reprinted the Life arti- 
cle, police of that “Christian” country 

confiscated the entire edition. 


» 


U. S. Hits Franco 
Ban on Reporter 


The recent withdrawal of press cre- 
dentials from Sam Pope Brewer, New 
York Times correspondent in Spain, 
has been protested in a diplomatic 
note from the United States to the 
Spanish government. Franco censors 
said the ban was a result of Brewer’s 
“tenacious and insidious campaigns, 
frequently incompatible with the 
truth and decorum of our country.” 


The action against Brewer, as well 
as the “ruthless expropriation” of La 
Prensa by the Argentine government, 
were vehemently condemned in a res- 
olution adopted by professional men 
and women participating in a confer- 
ence at Brussels, Belgium, of the In- 
ternational Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions. The resolution was 
introduced by Harry Martin, presi- 
dent of the American Newspaper 
Guild. 





Eire Bans ‘Look’ 


Look magazine has been banned for 
six months by the Censorship of Pub- 
lications Board in Ireland. Life mag- 
azine had already been banned by the 
Board several months earlier. 





Dr. Moehlman Analyzes 
‘Wall of Separation’ 


The Wall of Separation Between 
Church and State (Beacon Press, 
$3.00), a new book by Conrad Henry 
Moehlman, professor emeritus of the 
history of Christianity at Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School, discusses 
in copious detail the origin, meaning 
and development of the American 
concept of religious liberty from the 
days of Madison and Jefferson to the 


present. It is the latest addition to 
“Beacon Studies in Freedom and 
Power.” 








Catholic ‘Town Hall’ 
Now ‘Lecture Series’ 


The “fourth in a series of lectures 
by the Rev. Daniel Power, S.J., of 
Georgetown University History De- 
partment”—to use the description ap- 
pearing in Washington newspapers— 
was held recently at Dunbarton Col- 
lege. The designation of “town meet- 
ings” which had previously been used 
to publicize the lectures had appar- 
ently been dropped. 

The change in designation may 
have resulted from the treatment 
given one of the earlier meetings in 
the April issue of the Church and 
State Newsletter, for Father Pow- 
er opened his remarks by stating that 
“you young ladies [meaning the 
young ladies who had publicized the 
meetings for the International Fed- 
eration of Catholic Alumnae] have 
been criticized for calling this a town 
hall meeting.” He explained that the 
designation had been “ridiculed” in a 
story appearing in POAU’s official 
organ. 

Shortly afterwards, it occurred to 
Father Power that the “S. L.” who 
had signed the story might be pres- 
ent on this occasion, also, and asked 
whether “Sidney” Lichtenstein was 
in the room. This reporter arose and 
identified himself, correcting Father 
Power with regard to the offender’s 
first name. The lecturer then en- 
gaged in a colloquy with the writer, 
and, for the first time in the entire 
series, something resembling debate 
occurred—even if the debate was se- 
verely limited by the fact that one of 
the debaters (Father Power) also 
acted as chairman of the meeting. 
The exchange of words was brought 
to an end when a young lady in the 
audience protested that the POAU 
staff member was “taking over” the 
meeting, whereupon Father Power, 
before resuming his lecture, was gra- 
cious enough to observe that he him- 
self had made the “mistake” of draw- 
ing his critic into a discussion. 


POAU’s “Bias” 


Much of the impromptu debate was 
tangent to the subject of the meeting, 
because it centered around the Church 
and State Newsletter story on the 
earlier meeting, and not on the an- 
nounced topic for that evening—“Pol- 
icies, Personnel, Methods, etc., of 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State.” However, it resulted in mak- 
ing at least one point unmistakably 
clear: that Roman Catholic laymen 
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“T assert that it is a calumny 
and an outrage to denounce the 
public schools of America as im- 
moral and godless. It is a no- 
torious fact, which will be cheer- 
fully acknowledged by hundreds 
of priests who are compelled in 
spite of themselves to get up 
parochial schools, that the 
teaching in the parochial schools 
is altogether inferior to that of 
the public schools.”—Father 
Edward McGlynn in The New 
York Sun of April 30, 1870. 
Father McGlynn was excom- 
municated on July 3, 1887, but 
proved to be so popular among 
lay Catholics that Rome was 
forced to rescind the excommu- 
nication on December 23, 1892, 
although he had not retracted 
his views. 











are forbidden to read such works as 
Paul Blanshard’s American Freedom 
and Catholic Power without special 
permission from a priest, permission 
being granted only to those laymen 
deemed to have the proper “equip- 
ment” for coping with works of the 
“Devil” (Father Power’s word). 


Father Power had planned origi- 
nally to center his discussion around 
the publicly expressed views of POAU 
leaders Joseph M. Dawson, Charles 
Clayton Morrison and Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat—whose names he had 
written on the blackboard. Because 
of the unscheduled interruption, how- 
ever, he confined himself to reading 
extracts from the writings of the first 
two, from which he attempted to show 
that POAU, in spite of its frequent 
statements to the contrary, actually 
seeks to further sectarian interests 
by applying “the ideas of religion to 
politics.” Father Power chided Dr. 
Morrison, for instance, for stating 
that POAU “is not anti-Catholic in 
the sense of opposition to the Cath- 
olic Church, as such” while singling 
out the Catholic Church as “the chief 
aggressor” against church-state sepa- 
ration. The speaker failed td point 
out, however, that in the very next 
breath Dr. Morrison declared, “But 
Protestant churches also are found to 
be violating this principle . . .” and 
proceeded to give examples. (The 
Objectives of POAU, Dr. Morrison’s 
address at POAU’s First National 
Conference. ) 

In this reporter’s opinion, Father 
Power consistently took statements 
out of context to show an anti-Cath- 
olic bias where none existed.—S. L. 





NEW COURT ACTION FILED 
BY MISSOURI POAU UNIT 


Franklin County is the fifth county 
to be named by The Missouri Asggo. 
ciation for Free Public Schools—a 
POAU affiliate—in legal action, 
brought by the unit to halt sectarian 
encroachments on the state’s public 
school system. Association leaders 
charge that children are required to 
obtain ecclesiastical permission to at. 
tend certain so-called “public” schools 
which are in reality parochial schools 
supported with public funds. The 
other counties which have previously 
been named for condoning similar yj. 
olation of the law are Cole, Nodaway, 
Osage and Bollinger (Church and 
State Newsletter, October and No- 
vember, 1950). 

John C. Mayne, POAU director of 
organization and former associate of 
the Missouri group, recently ad- 
dressed a meeting of the Association’s 
executive committee. 





Father Connell Won't 
Debate Paul Blanshard 


. . « | would not appear on the 
platform with a man who employs the 
type of language that Mr. Blanshard 
used in his recent appearance in Wash- 
ington.” In these words, Father Fran- 
cis J. Connell has declined a challenge 
from Paul Blanshard to debate the 
questions which the two have long been 
arguing in the public press. Father 
Connell’s rejection of Blanshard’s offer 
came in a letter published in the 
Washington “Post.” In a_ previous 
letter, Blanshard had written: “The 
issues which lie between us deserve a 
thorough and frank public discussion, 
and if Father Connell has confidence in 
his point of view he should be willing 
to subject it to the test of such dis- 
cussion... .” 











Public Building Used 
By Parochial School 


In spite of protests from four local 
ministers, classes for 188 parochial 
school children enrolled in the St. 
James School, Medford, Mass., are 
being held in five rooms of the Os- 
good public school. Previously, the 
pupils had been accommodated in a 
Quonset hut pending erection of a 
new parochial school building for 
them in the fall. However, the Quon- 
set hut was recently torn down. — 

Permission for use of the public 
school wing was granted by the Med- 
ford School Committee, which 1 
cludes two Protestant members. 
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The Converted Catholio 
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Ministers Testify on 
Birth Control Bills 


Protestant and Roman Catholic 
clergymen clashed at recent hearings 
before a committee of the Connecticut 
General Assembly on several proposed 
bills to modify a state law forbidding 
the use of contraceptives even when 
prescribed by physicians. 

The Rev. Edwin H. Tuller, Prot- 
estant minister of Hartford, declared 
that the chief issue was not birth con- 
trol practice, but whether physicians 
would be permitted “to restore life to 
patients whose lives are in danger.” 
This view was shared by the Rev. C. 
Lawson Willard and the Rev. Robert 
Luckhart of New Haven; the Rev. 
Russell Angell of Canton; and other 
ministers, as well as doctors and mar- 
ried women. 

Opposing the bills on the grounds 
that they would violate “natural and 
moral law” were former State Senator 
Joseph P. Cooney of Hartford, acting 
as attorney for the Roman Catholic 
diocese of Connecticut, and several 
Roman Catholic laymen and doctors. 

Political observers predicted that 
the bills would be passed by the Re- 
publican-controlled House and de- 
feated by the Democratic-controlled 
Senate. 


Colombia Triples Aid 
To Catholic Church 


Under a recent amendment to the 
concordat between the government of 
Colombia and the Roman Catholic 
Church, state aid to the church has 
been increased from $40,000 to $130,- 
000 annually. 
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lowa Bill for Religion 
In Public School Killed 


A bill to encourage the teaching of 
religion in Iowa public schools died 
in committee when the state legisla- 
ture adjourned recently. 

As originally introduced, the bill 
authorized instructors to teach “the 
philosophy of Christianity, say the 
Lord’s Prayer and read and discuss 
the Bible.’ Des Moines Jewish 
leaders objected to this formulation. 

Rep. G. M. Ludwig (R., Tiffin), 
the bill’s sponsor, then altered it 
after consultation with Dr. M. Wil- 
lard Lampe, director of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa school of religion, so 
that it would—in more general terms 
—encourage the public schools “to 
include the literature and history of 
religions and in particular, the Bible, 
in their courses of study.” 

Neither version of the bill reached 
the floor of the legislature. (RNS) 





Priest Wins Point 


On Baccalaureate 


A protest by the Rev. Thomas 
Lyons, pastor of St. Joseph Roman 
Catholic Church in Fairhaven, Mass., 
has led to the abandonment of high 
school baccalaureate exercises pre- 
viously held in the Unitarian Me- 
morial Church. Father Lyons first 
registered his complaint last year; 
no action was taken by the school 
committee at that time. The fact 
that only a minority of the senior 
class attended the services, and 
Father Lyons’ citation of a Canon 
Law prohibition against the partici- 


Sunday Closing Laws 
Remain Thorny Issue 


Should state legislators, county 
commissioners, municipal authorities 
or town councilmen be asked to use 
their power to help fill the churches 
on Sunday? This question continues 
to be agitated in many American com- 
munities, 

In Winston-Salem, N. C., for in- 
stance, ministers of Forsyth County 
recently asked county commissioners 
to take action against drive-in thea- 
ters which remained open during Sun- 
day night “church hours.” When the 
commissioners failed to do so, the 
clergymen succeeded in having a bill 
introduced into the state legislature 
to make it illegal for the theaters to 
open before 9 P.M. on Sundays. A 
conference was then arranged between 
church leaders and theater operators. 
The operators were persuaded to en- 
dorse the legislation, which, accord- 
ing to Religious News Service, was 
thereby “assured of enactment.” 


Conscience or Coercion? 


This question has been touched 
upon by the Church and State 
Newsletter previously (May and 
Novembeér, 1950) as it arose in anala- 
gous situations in widely scattered 
communities. Though details may 
differ, Sunday legislation almost in- 
variably seeks to utilize legal coercion 
or community pressure against two 
groups: Christians who are not con- 
sidered sufficiently observant by their 
brethren (as in the case of Winston- 
Salemites who would rather go to a 
drive-in theater than to church on 
Sunday night); and minorities who 
celebrate a day other than Sunday as 
their Sabbath. 

It is difficult to see how such meas- 
ures can possibly contribute to the 
spiritual life of the people. When 
religion is conceived as a state-sup- 
ported competitor of the movie indus- 
try, it would seem to have lost much 
of its vitality—not to mention its 
dignity! 

The United States Supreme Court, 
in a recent test case, declined to re- 
view the Sunday laws of New York. 
It is up to the people of each commu- 
nity, therefore, to decide whether gov- 
ernmental authorities have any duty 
to make coercion, rather than con- 
science, the rock upon which religious 
life is founded. 





pation of Catholic students in exer- 
cises at a non-Catholic church, seem 
to have been decisive. 








DR. FOWLER HEADS PITTSBURGH 
CHAPTER; TEST CASE PREPARED 


Dr. Frederick Curtis Fowler, pastor of the Knoxville Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was elected acting president of the Pittsburgh POAU chapter 


at a recent meeting attended by more than 300 persons. 


Dr. C. Stanley 


Lowell, member of POAU’S executive committee, delivered a stirring ad- 
dress on current issues in church-state relations. 


As we go to press, it is expected 
that Dr. Fowler will shortly institute 
a court suit testing the power of 
county authorities to make payments 
to sectarian institutions for under- 
taking the care of juvenile court 
wards. Dr. Fowler charges that ap- 
proximately $235,000 in public funds 
was allocated illegally to such institu- 
tions last year. County Solicitor Na- 
thaniel K. Beck ruled recently—after 
delaying his opinion for over a year 
—that the payments are not unconsti- 
tutional. Dr. Fowler, however, has 
cited clauses in both the Constitution 
of the United States and the constitu- 
tion of Pennsylvania which, in his 
judgment, outlaw the practice, as well 
as nine state court decisions and the 
U. S. Supreme Court’s decision in the 
McCollum case which, he said, sup- 
port his position. 


Child Labor 


Dr. Fowler also charges that “‘ridic- 
ulous limitations’ have been placed 
by social workers on potential foster 
parents, with the result that church- 
operated institutions are generally 
given preference. He was particu- 
larly critical of practices at the Home 
of the Good Shepherd, where, he said, 
wards are forced into “child slave la- 
bor” in a laundry owned by the in- 
stitution. 





“The greatest eulogy we can 
give to George Washington is to 
maintain the kind of America 
for which he sacrificed and of 
which he dreamed. 

“ . . America is great, and 
one of the major reasons for its 
greatness is its tradition of lib- 
erty and tolerance and freedom 
that is directly traceable to its 
conce pt of the proper separation 
between church and state.”— 
West Point Chaplain Herman 
J. Kregel, in address at annual 
Washington’s Birthday dinner, 
Masonic Temple, Cornwall, 
N. Y. 











Churchman Scores 
Campus Services 


“Sectarian services have no place 
in a state university,” Dr. Hamilton 
P. Fox, Wilmington district superin- 
tendent of the Peninsula Methodist 
Conference, declared recently as he 
voiced his “hearty” support for a 
ban on such services imposed by 
University of Delaware authorities. 
Dr. Fox added that he thought inter- 
denominational services would be ad- 
missible at the university. (RNS) 








SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST JUDGES 


a 


Papers submitted in competition for one of POAU's cash scholarship awards at South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, will be judged by the faculty mem- 


bers pictured above. 


They are (left to right): Dr. T. B. Maston, professor of social ethics; 


Philip B. Harris, professor of adolescent religious education; and J. Leo Garrett, professor of 


historical theology. 
study of a problem in church-state relations. 


6 


The award is to be made to the student writing the most meritorious 





New Struggle Over 
Melishes Expected 


William Howard Melish, former gs. 
sistant rector of Holy Trinity Prot. 
estant Episcopal Church, Brooklyn 
N. Y., was recently nominated to be 
the new rector by a 119-11 vote of 
the congregation. His father, Dr 
John Howard Melish, who had beep 
removed as rector in 1949 by Bish 
James Pernette deWolfe, has been 
named rector emeritus by the church 
vestry. Dr. Melish recently lost , 
long court fight for reinstatement 
when the United States Supreme 
Court declined to review his cage 
(Church and State Newsletter, Jan. 
uary and April, 1951). 

At this writing, the new appoint. 
ment of the younger Melish has not 
yet been passed upon by the vestry, 
but approval of the appointment by 
them is considered likely to be con. 
demned by Bishop de Wolfe, which 
would inevitably precipitate another 
contest of authorities. Dr. Melish 
was originally removed by Bishop de 
Wolfe because of the outside political 
activities of his son. 





AN INFORMATIVE BOOK! 
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copies of 
Dr. Dawson’s book at the special 
rate of only $1.50 each. 
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Address 
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State 
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Am’t Enclosed $.... 
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With almost overwhelming problems facing America in her quest 
for Freedom, citizens of all faiths are challenged to work for Reli- 
gious Liberty. 

@ In thirty-four states, efforts are being made to use public tax 
money for sectarian purposes, thus depriving our free American 
public schools of needed support. 


@ Strong pressures are being exerted to have the President of the 
United States appoint an envoy to the Vatican at Rome. 


@ Instances of the abridgment of the freedom of the press and the 
right of peaceful assembly are too well known to permit conscien- 
tious citizens to be complacent. 


POAU Organized to Help 


Protestants and Other Americans United was organized only three 
years ago by leading citizens of America to aid in this fight for 
freedom of conscience. It has distributed hundreds of thousands of 
Manifestoes setting forth the objectives for Religious Liberty. 


POAU has gone to the aid of several state and local groups with 
legal help, when their rights were being threatened. It has set up a 
number of State and Local Chapters of POAU, and assisted these 
groups in setting up programs of action. College Scholarships have 
been awarded outstanding students to encourage research in Church- 
State relationships. 
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A Challenge to Every 


Freedom-loving American 


A Positive Program for 


Religious Liberty! 


10 


200 
300 


“400 
*900 


+1000 


POAU offers a positive means by 
which an interested citizen may pro- 
mote real Freedom in America, Your 
gift of — 


Would provide a Univer- 
sity Scholarship in 
Church-State Relation- 
ships. 


Will enable POAU to send 
out 10,000 “Bust the Bal- 
loon” postal cards. 


Would help to set up dis- 
plays of Religious Liberty 
materials at Church and 
Educational Conventions. 


Can aid POAU in estab- 
lishing Chapters in two 
leading cities. 


Will provide publicity and 
arrangements for five 
more Religious Liberty 
Rallies—one in your city. 


Could enable POAU to 
give legal aid to an area 
where local resources are 
not sufficient to fight vio- 
lations of the Constitu- 
tion by certain sectarian 
groups. 





YOUR 1951 GIFT 


In 1951, POAU is attempt- 
ing to reach the high objectives 
set for it by the National Ad- 


A GIFT FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


To help POAU achieve its goals in 1951, I enclose: (please check 


visory Committee and Board. x) $100.00 (....), $50.00 (...), $25.00 (...), $15.00 (.....), 
Thousands of new Gifts are $12.00 (....),* $ oq 
needed at once. The blank on I will send $ on (date) .... . 195 


the right gives you the oppor- 


a complimentary copy of Daw- 
son’s “Separate Church and 
State Now.” Please mail your 
check today. POAU, 1633 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 











— 


; Name Se ee ee a 
tunity to make a new Gift or (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev., Dr.) 
renew your old membership. Add 
. Address cniniegianiicodinglite team 
Remember: Any gift of $12.00 ne ‘ 
or more yearly entitles you to City Zone . State 


Please RENEW my Membership (...). Please make me a new 
member (...). This is a new address (.....). 


(Any gift on down to two dollars will bring you the 
you as a POAU member. Make all checks payable to ‘‘POAU,’’ 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
records will be sent.) 

* Those making a gift of $12.00 or more will receive a complimentary copy of 
‘Separate Church and State Now,’’ by Dr. Dawson. 


‘‘Newsletter,’’ and qualify 
1633 Mass. Ave., 
Gifts are tax deductible; and a receipt for your 











McGRATH'S ATTACK ON 





SEPARATION 


CONCEPT HELD BETRAYAL OF OFFICE 


J. Howard McGrath, United States Attorney General, betrayed his trust 
as a public servant when he attacked the basic American principle of separa- 
tion of church and state at a recent conference of the National Catholic 





Educational Association in Cleveland. 


This was the conclusion reached by 


The Toledo Blade, The Christian Century, the Board of Deacons of the First 


Congregational Church, Avon Lake, 
O., and others who analyzed the star- 
tling contents of McGrath’s address 
at the conference. Another speaker 
before the Roman Catholic group was 
Congressman Eugene J. McCarthy 
(D., Minn.), who also attacked the 
separation concept. 

Repudiating the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
McCollum case, McGrath declared 
that the ‘wall of separation between 
church and state’’ need not be kept 
“high and impregnable,” but that, on 
the contrary, “. . . the state and the 
church must not have any fence be- 
tween them.” 


Twisting the Law 


McGrath’s speech, The Toledo 
Blade declared, “has shown . . . how 
our officials could twist our laws about 
to suit their religious bias if that wall 
is ever broken.” “What has caused 
religious strife in many countries,” the 
newspaper maintained, “has not been 
so much differences in creed but the 
efforts of one church, any church, to 
use the power and the prestige and the 
wealth of government to propagate it- 
self at the expense of others... .” 

Calling for McGrath’s resignation, 
The Christian Century observed: 
“There may be governmental posts 
which he could fill acceptably. But 
his post as attorney general of the 
United States, the President’s chief 
law officer and adviser, is not one of 
them. Not while he denies that the 





principle of separation of church and 
state is embedded in the federal Con- 
stitution and explicitly reaffirmed in 
most state constitutions. Not while 
he shouts ‘bigot’ at every citizen who 
supports that principle. For the na- 
tion’s attorney general to take any 
such position is intolerable. . . .” 

The Avon Lake Congregational 
Church group adopted a resolution 
declaring that McGrath had used his 
office “to give undue weight and in- 
fluence to an opinion on church-state 
relations which reflects the official po- 
sition of a religious group in this 
country,” seriously jeopardizing “the 
integrity, the honor and the prestige 
of your high office!” 

(Unlike McGrath, it should be 
noted, the late Supreme Court Justice 
Frank Murphy put sectarian consid- 
erations aside when he voted with the 
8-1 majority in the McCollum deci- 
sion.) 

Meanwhile, at a communion break- 
fast of longshoremen in New York 
City, George A. Timone annouriced 
that the Board of Education—of 
which he is a member—would call 
upon McGrath to file a brief with 
the United States Supreme Court 
supporting Bible-reading as practiced 
in New Jersey public schools. The 
Board, he added, was also request- 
ing that the New York City Cor- 
poration Counsel move for leave to 
file a brief as a friend of the court. 
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David Parks Dies 
In Korean War 






; I) 
David L. Parks, a former POAY 

employee, was killed in action on the 
Korean front a few weeks ago. A 
medic with the 187th Airborne Regi. 
mental Combat Team, the young cor. 
poral fell to enemy fire while “going 
after wounded paratroopers” with the 
same disregard of personal saf, 
which had been noted in him earlier’ 
in newspaper stories from the front, 



















He was the son of Gilbert L. Parks vol 
who served as office manager of — 
POAU in the pioneer days of the or. 
ganization. 
: M 
POAU Distributes Ce 
Poteat Address Af 
Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat’s men | “Siet 
orable address at POAU’s third na. of its 
tional conference is now available ‘on 
in the form of an attractive, 24-page on 
pamphlet under the short title, An. Meth 
swer to a Challenge. POAU will sup. J Th 
ply copies at 10 cents each or $7.50 taken 
for a hundred. Write to the national Flint 
office to obtain them. ad 
Reprints of Paul Blanshard’s recent POAI 
series of articles in The Nation on the anil 
Catholic Church in Europe are also aan 
available. This 32-page folder—of the re 
which POAU has only a limited sup- was t 
ply—is being distributed, at cost, for 
10 cents a copy. M 
vi 
leade 
recog 
‘Newsletter’ Contents vee 
churc 
Draw Hearty Response i 
ur 
Conveying his ‘“‘profuse thanks” for Cleve 
the useful information Contaiaed in on re 
the monthly issues of the Church and fect, 
State Newsletter, a new member in same 
Indiana writes to POAU: “Check... an ac 
is enclosed; please keep it coming to guish 
me. You manage to cram an extra- founc 
ordinary amount of new stuff into John 
each issue... . It is my hope you logice 
will carry forward the good fight you dent ; 
have started.” founc 
A Delaware minister writes: “Your POA 
April issue of the Church and State Brom 
Newsletter is one of the best.” Meth 
These and many other friends who Yr 
have taken the trouble to send golden C, : 
words of encouragement in the direc- POA 
tion of POAU national headquarters 
are deeply appreciated, for their bou- ma 
quets help to offset the many brick- mish¢ 
bats thrown at us by the opponents rage 
of separation of church and state. as 
May 1951, Vor. 4 No.4 cern, 








